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CHAP,    might be allowed, without much danger, to deter-
___'    mine for themselves the degree of risk which they
incurred of being murdered by the Malays,
The reports of the two committees were, as must
have been expected, favourable to a relaxation of
the measures which the Company thought neces-
sary for the protection of its privileges; but the
existing compact was respected by the legislature,
and no attempt was made to force a compliance with
the suggested innovations. In the meantime the
mercantile and manufacturing interests were gather-
ing their strength for the fight which, at no very
distant period, was to take place, and the issue of
which was to determine the fate of the remaining
privileges of the East-India Company.
Indistinct murmurings preceded the coming
storm; and at length those anxious to participate
in the restricted trade began to speak out. On the
A. D. 1829, 12th of May, 1829, the House of Lords was enlight-
ened by a petition from Manchester, presented by
the Marquis of Lansdowne. The petition, according
to the statement of the noble marquis, prayed that
the Lords would take into their early consideration,
the expediency of opening the trade to the Esfet-
Indies. It seems to have been forgotten that the
trade was already open. The form of obtaining a
license was required, and there was some limitation
as to the ports to which ships were to proceed: such
limitations, however, exist almost everywhere; and
it must not be supposed that the petitioners sought
unrestricted freedom of commerce* On the con*